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FABRICS: SPRING/SUMMER '88 


Functional, fragile and feminine are the key notes for Spring/ 
Summer '88. Proven classics are updated by the use of novel 
grounds, structures and unusual colorings. Surface interest 
dominates, silks and wools are fluid and lighter in weight; 
stretch fabrications, blended cloths and denim (particularly 
the colored variety) continue in importance. Knits also feature 
surface interest via pleats, cables, quilting, ribs irregular 
ottomans or floating yarns and Lycra mixed with cotton adds a 
new dimension to jacquards and terry cloths. 


RUSTIC: Colors... softened neutrals inspired by wheat and corn 
fields-- rye, straw, maize, grain yellow, oatmeal. Patterns... 

shell, fossil, botanical drawings, vegetables, fruits, insects, 
bi-color stripes and plaids. Fabrics... lightly textured, plain 

and basket weaves, raffia, linen, dupioni, shantung and tussah silk, 
handloomed Indian weaves, Panamas, hopsackings, crepon, double-weaves. 


THE SHORE: Colors... cool and quiet inspired by Northern beaches: 
foam, chalk, sky blue, cliff, horizon and rock grey. Patterns... 
stripes of all kinds, small jacquards, tone on tone checks. 


Fabrics... clean shirting weaves sometimes chintzed or polished, 


batiste, voile, wool or cotton satin, end-on-ends, oxfords, poplin, 
twill, chino, canvas, terry, toweling, stretch knits, raincoatings. 


MINIMAL: Colors... monochromatic and bi-colored inspired by peasant 
workers (China, Japan, Southern Europe)-- indigo or brown teamed with 
ecru. Patterns... mini geometrics, super fine checks and stripes, 
small, spot and menswear suitings, kimono designs, floral and sprigs. 


Fabrics... canvas, serge, drill, gabardine, coated and proofed weaves, 


nylon, pique, seersucker, reversibles, all in light weights. 


THE FIFTIES: Colors... lively mid-brights inspired by kitch fun and 
50's starlet dressing... candy pink, lime, orange, lilac, garden green 
yellow. Patterns... gingham and tablecloth checks, flocking and em- 
broidery, photo prints, clipped spots, stripes mixed with florals, and 
plaids. Figuratives: hearts, bouquets, cartoons. Fabrics... plain 
weaves, lenos, piques, seersucker, dotted muslins, organza, mousseline, 
sheer nylon, boucle, terry and colored denim. 
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FABRICS '88 -- CONTINUED 


OLYMPICS: Colors: brights for active sportswear inspired by Courreges and Paco 
Rabanne... yellow, blue, red, green on white or black. Patterns... engineered flag 
and stripe designs. Figuratives: shell fish, beach games, numbers and logos. 
Fabrics... synthetic stretch tricots and weaves, ribbed jersey and track suitings, 
nylon shell fabrics, terry, boucle, coated and basic cotton and cotton knit jersey. 


PARIS FALL/WINTER '87 -- SHORT, SHAPELY AND FEMININE 

TRENDS: Short, above the knee to mid-thigh...Shapely, draped torso, snug waists 
often belted...Body Skimming, the chemise, princess, A-line, trapeze. Rounded and 
Fuller, balloon, peplumed, curved, empire and high-rise waists...Shoulders, smaller, 
more natural...Necklines, strapless, portrait, scooped, shawl, collarless, draped... 
Stretch, for knits and wovens...Coats, princess, A-line, trapeze, chesterfield, 
swing backs...Cropped jackets and back flaring tops...Jumpsuits...Tulip shaped 
hemlines...Quilting, on coats, jackets, dresses, skirts and boots...Hoods on coats, 
dresses and short jackets. 


COLORS: Deeps, raisin, grape, forest green, bitter chocolate, earth browns, barn 
red, camel, grey...Basic Neutrals, cream, ecru, beige, taupe, vicuna...Pales, sea 
foam, dusty rose, powder pink, robin's egg blue...Brights, hot pink, absinthe green, 
lemon yellow, turquoise, Chinese red, orange, coral, sapphire, emerald, magenta... 
Navy...and lots of Black for evening. 


FABRICS: Tartan, window pane, shadow and menswear suiting plaids, district checks, 
Harris, salt and pepper, donegal tweeds, ribbed and lacey knits, plain and metallic 
leather, cloque, crinkle and pebble crepes, lace, taffeta, velvet, ottoman faille, 
Satin, organza, fake fur...PATTERNS, large scale paisleys, cabbage roses, leopard, 
panther and tiger skins. 


ACCESSORIES: Stoles & Shawls; Hats, soft crowns, berets, skull cap, pill box with 
snood, alpine; Hose, dyed to match opaques, seamed sheers, leggings; Shoes, high- 
heeled or flat, lace up and over the knee boots; Wide Belts; Jewelry, dog collars, 
disc and drop earrings, scatter pins, buttons and bows. | 


Saint Laurent: Shaped jackets with pockets accenting the waist and hips over short 
skirts or pants, deep V-neck body skimming sweater dresses, short tulip hemline che- 
mises, satin cocktail suits, short draped or bubble dresses. 


Chanel by Lagerfeld: Quilted duffle coats, mixes of plaids and Fair Isle short 
skirts, black cocktail suits with white satin trim, black crepe gowns with velvet 
bows down the back, mini dresses with pleated vinyl ruffles. 


Valentino: Long tailored jackets with short skirts, waistline dresses with ruffled 
hems, quilted paisley jackets, short leather skirts, double peplum suits, taut 
midriff black velvet evening clothes. 


Ungaro: Hooded waist length jackets with short metallic leather skirts, quilt lined 
leather jackets over snug wool dresses, floral coats and jackets over short velvet 
skirts, lots of body-hugging dresses. 


Azzedine Alaia: Cable turtleneck sweaters, high-waisted pants, bell-hop jackets, 
white shirts, pajama outfits and robe coats, asymmetrical, tube, flared and pleated 


skirts, shaped suits, hour glass and trapeze coats, back-baring cocktail dresses. 


THE NEW YORK FALL/WINTER COLLECTIONS 


Playing to a packed house this April, the New York designers introduced some bold 
themes leaving the retailer with the expectation of increased sales. Directly 
responsible for the solid sales impact is the new, short silhouette, either grazing 
the knee or baring the thigh, and the innovative use of lush fabrications and details. 


Fabrications are "news" when they stretch...jersey, "hair" jersey, wool crepe, silk 
crepe de chine, flannel, gabardine and twill; or are soft and luxe...cashmere, Persian 
lamb, mohair, angora, alpalca and tweeds. Leather and suede for day and evening. 
Under the stars...look for VELVET, lace and chiffon. Textures are a major part of 

the interest this season. If the garment is puckered, ribbed, crinkled or boucled, 

it is "current". 


The Color is brown, in every conceivable shade, and most interesting when paired with 
black, blue or red. However, black is still predominant for evening and highly visible 
for day. Forest and loden green emerge as “important" while shades of grey, navy, 

true red, and rusty orange are additional colors that spark the season. Prints and 
Patterns to watch..animal, animal and animal...also plaids (blanket & Tartan), 
Houndstooth and checks. 


Details are simple and refined. The predominant neckline is a "stand up" collar 
or collarless -- most appealing with "Courreges-like" zippering. Waists are wide- 
belted in alligator, leather and suede. Yokes and sleeves are often sheer for 
evening; sheer or lace insets also take hold. Rounded hips take precedence as 
shoulders become less pronounced. Backs are elasticized. Bows appear everywhere. 


Accessories simple but with enough zip to lend interest; sweater tights often with 
high heels, moire nylons, pumps, over the knee boots, bold earrings and tortoise 
shell in glasses and jewelry, hoods, and molded felt hats with sleek modern lines. 


THE SILHOUETTE 


Dresses...watch for A-line, trapeze, princess or "coat". MRS. H. WINTER drapes a 
green boucle coat over her green ottoman coat dress while DAVID CAMERON, a true 
believer in the short dress, bares the thigh in a coat dress of black wool gabardine. 
ANNE HALL, a devotee of the "bow", presents a pretty picture with her true red wool 
jersey princess dress, adorned with tiny black bows over bodice and skirt. COURREGES 
should be applauded for a short and sassy taupe puckered wool jersey dress. MARY 

ANN RESTIVO's sophisticated navy thigh high, long sleeve sweater dress worn with a 
hood and wide beited in brown suede is definitely for the slim set. And, the refined 
and rich look of a wool glen plaid dress and cape, collared in mink by OSCAR DE LA 
RENTA, is a welcome addition to any season. 


Skirts... are pencil slim, short and flippy (often recalling a Scottish fling or the 
Skater's Waltz), knife-pleated, bubble, gored and high waisted. A green & black 
jacket tops a black skating skirt, both in wool gabardine, by NORBURY & OSUNA. 
ELEANOR BRENNER, working a great deal in leather this season, pairs a wheat leather 
zip jacket with a slim leather zip skirt. A smart and daring thigh high, anthracite 
silk/wool sharkskin swing skirt is topped by a charcoal drape front crewneck in 
cashmere, by MICHAEL KORS. CATHY HARDWICK emphasizes the hip with her black leather 
tulip skirt by moving out at the hip and tapering at the knee. LOUIS DELL'OLIO FOR 
ANNE KLEIN hits the mark with a red wool scarf sweater worn over a black wool crepe 


pencil skirt, outstanding when cinched with a black leather peplum belt. PERRY 
ELLIS's strong suit is a fabulous jaguar print collection. 


Jackets reach beyond the hips or emphasize the waist in cropped bolero styling. 
Newest... when worn with a dress. A lover of color and dash, MICHAEL KATZ crops, 
quilts, and sparks with red, blue and green, a black ground silk crepe de chine 
jacket which tops a knee grazing 4-ply silk crepe dress. GLORIA SACHS, always sedate 
and elegant in her approach, puts her long taupe wool crepe collarless blazer over a 
black lambsuede slim skirt. GEOFFREY BEENE, the innovator, creates a "look" with a 
black cropped "early aviator" leather jacket over pants and a melon plaid, fleece 
jacket cropped just below the bust to reveal a black lace jumpsuit. A classic yet 
up-to-the-minute look is a black and white Houndstooth zip front jacket in 
cashmere/wool worn over a black wool crepe skirt by LOUIS DELL'OLIO FOR ANNE KLEIN. 
DONNA KARAN's sleek navy stretch cashmere and velour zip body jacket reaches below 
the hip to cover her crepe jersey turtleneck wrap top and stretch wool crepe high 
rise pant both in black. And, CARMELO POMODORO revels in brown/black combinations 
with a wonderfully sculpted black crop jacket over an espresso merino wool cropped 
Sweater, topping an espresso/black embossed leather skirt. 


Pants, when shown, are classic or sport the "new" high rise waist. An attractive 
black stretch wool pant from CALVIN KLEIN. DONNA KARAN raises the high-rise to an 
art with her white silk gabardine bodysuit worn under high rise pant and an 
elasticized-back double breasted jacket, both in Palomino stretch cavalry twill. 


Coats follow the short trend appearing "most important" in 3/4 length. Cocoon, 
Swing and flare dominate the market; also a loose, easy and comfortable cut like 

a robe. For BILL BLASS, the statement is bold with a cocoon in purple, the swing 
in plaid. A red cashmere fit and flare coat with a "stand up" collar and cut above 
the knee by CALVIN KLEIN is outstanding. The winning "American classicism" of 
RALPH LAUREN appears in a navy swing coat for day. CAROLINA HERRERA wraps us in 
luxury with her fur stenciled Persian lamb coat. While MICHAEL KORS looks to the 
belted polo coat as a classic in black wool melton and Lycra spandex. 


The dinner suit and bare little dress (preferably black) for evening are "must 
buys" with shawls of cashmere or silk or the "blanket" as coverups. BOB MACKIE, 
pulls out all the stops with a strapless silk georgette dress covered entirely with 
lace and sporting a hem of fox fur cut above the knee. CALVIN KLEIN's clingy black 
silk lace with a plunging neckline is delightfully daring. MRS. H. WINTER keeps it 
simple, yet dressy, with a black velvet dress under a quilted coat with "stand up" 
collar. LOUIS DELL'OLIO's black wool crepe jacket with diamond buttons over a 
black wool crepe double flounce skirt goes anywhere. A black velvet strapless cock- 
tail sheath lends back interest with its tulle bustle from CAROLINA HERRERA. And 
certainly, not ever to be overlooked, there is the Slip dress, handsome in black 
reembroidered beaded lace by DONNA KARAN. 
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